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DEMOCRACY AND LEADERSHIP: The Rise of the Taman Siswa Movement in
Indonesia. By Kenji Tsuchiya. Translated by Peter Hawkes.
Honolulu: 4University of Hawaii Press., 1987. xv, 230 pp. US$
25.60¢, cloth. ISBN 0-8248-1157-7.

Tsuchiya, from Kyoto University, documents the zrise of the
alternative educational movement which was started in the 1920s
in Yegjakarta, Java, by Raden Mas Soeward#i Soerjaningrat (1888-
1924). He later chose to_be known as Ki Hadjar Dewantara, which
emphasizes his role as a®k¥3i®and guru ‘PAI&FH%who can mediate
between his students and ‘the ‘Godhead (Q&WAF*RaNG HYARg Tunggal)¥
The movement was called "Taman Siswa" (garden of pupils).

"Following the opening of the fizst school in Yogia in 1922, the
-movement spread across Java and the east coast of Sumatrzra,
encompassing fifty-two branches by 1930, when the f£ixrst national
~conference was held in Malang. It became the counter-institution
e to colonialism of the Paku Alam house of Central Java and
advocated a revised version of precolonial Javanese culture.
Tsuchliya explains the details of the educational phileszaphy of
the movement and provides a background to the ideocleogical growth
cf the anti-colonialism and mystical religious svncrebism that
influenced nationalists in the thirties and forties. This work is
an English translation of a Japanese book entitled Indoneshia
minzokushugl “kenkyu,?which won the first Ohihra Prize in 1985 and
is an abridgemént of his doctoral thesis. It is an important book
~on an important subject. Dewantara was recognized by the Japanese
during WWII as a leading Indonesian nationalist (along with
Sukarno, Hatta and Kyal Haii Mansur) and became minister of
education in the first independence cabinet. The goal of the
Taman fSiswa Movement was the integration of selected Hindu-bazed
Theosophical Society and Javanese-based traditional politica
ideas with ideas concerning nationalism. Hence, anyvone who wishes
to understand the Weltanschamung central to the nationalist
movement, Sukarno's "Guided Democracy", and Suharto's "Pancasila
Democracy”™ must become familiar with Taman Siswa and acgquainted
"~ with Dewantara's educational phjlosophy. It is based on the
Javanese concept of w1t1aksanafﬁdiscernment","discretion",
"resourcefulness"), which is explained 1in a brilliant opening
~chaptex., Dewantara added the notion o0f keluarga . not just
"family", but ‘servant"/kawunla/ and ‘“membership"/warga/ hence
"kawuld-warga").- Tsuchiya examines the prehistory, founding,
institutionalization and further evolution of Taman Siswa. The
linkages among nationalists who were precursors to Taman Siswa
(Donwes Dekker, Tiipto Mangoenkoesomoemo, Noto Soeroton,
Soerjopoetro, Soetatwmo, etc.) are described. The curriculum of
. Taman Siswa schools is described and wvarious publications and
conferences are discussed in perhaps more detail than the average
non-historian will wish to master. The development of the Taman
Sicsa movement climaxed in 1932-33 in its fight against the Wild
Schiools Crdinance which was  passed under Governor-General B. C.
de Jonge (StadEsblad ¥1932%No T 494) ) Events after 1933 are
treated summarily in Chapter Seven. The all too brief section on
Sukarno's Guided Democracy ends the book. & final chapter on the
possible 1links between Taman Siswa and developments in




educational philosophy and pelitical ideclogy since 1957 would
have been extremely useful. Tsuchiya's proveocative thesis is that
traditional Javanese ideas concerning powexr and legitimacy were
translated by the Taman Siswa movement 1into an 1ideology of
nationalism that runs counter to European Enlightenment notions
of "democracy". He details the way in which witiaksana was reborn
as kebidiaksanaan and Sang Hvang Tungqgal became the Rakyat ("the
people", "the masses"}. For exzmple, 1in pr=-colonial Java the
unity of master and servant (Manunggal Kawula lap CGusti} upon
which the Javanese patron-client bond is based, in turn provided
the nexus o¢f honds for a "patrimonial- p*ehenﬁaT" structure based

“on cne paramount leader at the apex and descanding hierarchies

under his benevolent despotism. Sukarno believed that he could
"perceive" (rasa) the will of the people through deep medifztion.
He thus theought of himself as the central plvot of all of the

complex forces in  Indenesian scciety, much as  traditional
Susuhunane were the "nails of the eaxth". Taman Siswa producad
the natlionalist wversion of traditional pundits. Traditionsl
"pandita" (adjar, kijail, guru, punakawan) provided a counzer-
alance agalinst the centrzlizing conziel cf  the pztzrime B
ruler; they could Indicate when the "Xing" had 1227 hiz "oaoyaz?
{kesekten). These structares and theiz evoluticon in nationaliz:h
writings azxe percaptively and provocativaly specifled and
discussad by Tsucn‘y in this excellent and insightful social
historical study.
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